
 

 
 

 

LITERARY STAGES 
 
 

 
Descriptions Literary Salon  

Nationally recognized authors, poets, innovators and thought leaders 
present a series of readings, panel discussions and demonstrations 
—guaranteed to spark lively conversations and engaging audience Q&As. 
All author appearances at the Literary Salon are immediately followed by 
book sales and signings hosted by The Ivy Bookshop. New for 2019, 
attendees can get exclusive access to their favorite festival authors, and 
enhance their visitor experience with special perks; tickets for VIP 
meet-and-greets go on sale Tuesday, September 3, 2019. 
 
Confirmed appearances include: Barbara Bourland, Fake Like Me; 
Pinky Cole, Slutty Vegan; Dave Cullen, Parkland: The Birth of a 
Movement; Carla Hall, Carla Hall’s Soul Food; Hill Harper, Letters to a 
Young Brother; Nichole Mooney, Black Girls Cook; Nnedi Okorafor, 
The Binti Trilogy and The Akata Series; Karyn Parsons, How High the 
Moon; and Sam Talbot, 100% Real: 100 Insanely Good Recipes for 
Clean Food Made Fresh. The festival also hosts the Maryland Humanities’ 
2019 One Maryland One Book author, Dr. Mona Hanna-Attisha, What 
the Eyes Don't See: A Story of Crisis, Resistance, and Hope in an 
American City; along with CityLit’s workshops for writers. 

 
 
 

-more- 



The Inspire Stage  
Hosting a diverse array of local and regional authors and voices, The 
Inspire Stage brings authors and book lovers together in an inspirational 
setting, the Top of the World Observation Level. Located on the 27th 
floor of the World Trade Center and managed by the Baltimore Office of 
Promotion & The Arts, Top of the World offers a breathtaking, five-sided 
view of the waterfront and beyond. 
 
Confirmed appearances include: Kevin Cowherd, When the Crowd 
Didn't Roar: How Baseball's Strangest Game Ever Gave a Broken City 
Hope; Alejandro Danois, The Boys of Dunbar: A Story of Love, Hope, 
and Basketball; Dr. Ida E. Jones, Baltimore Civil Rights Leader Victorine 
Q. Adams; Brian Kuebler,The Long Blink, in conversation with Richard 
Sher; Linda Morris, Cherry Hill: Raising Successful Black Children in Jim 
Crow Baltimore; D. Watkins, Speak For Yourselves; Sean Yoes, 
Baltimore After Freddie Gray: Real Stories From One of America’s Great 
Imperiled Cities; and Strong City Baltimore. 
 
Charm City Comic Pavilion  
Curated by Art Way Alliance (AWA), the Charm City Comic Pavilion takes 
festivalgoers out of this world and into other multi-universes! Celebrate 
the art of comic books, manga and cartoons, and much more. Art Way 
Alliance is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization committed to providing 
students with the opportunities and experiences necessary to acquaint 
them with the practices, techniques, and procedures associated with 
media arts and related careers. AWA strives to provide these 
opportunities to those who would otherwise not have direct access to 
instructors, materials and other like-minded individuals. 
 
CityLit Stage  
CityLit presents poetry readings, authors signings, workshops and more, 
showcasing the best of Baltimore’s literary community, as well as authors 
from around the country, award-winning journalists, panels and other 
entertainment. CityLit Project nurtures the culture of literature in 
Baltimore and throughout Maryland. CityLit creates enthusiasm for literary 
arts, connects a community of avid readers and writers, and opens 
opportunities for young people and diverse audiences to embrace the 
literary arts. 
 
Confirmed appearances include: Sonia Sanchez in conversation with 
Joanne Gabbin; Etaf Rom, A Woman is No Man; Jaquira Diaz, 
Ordinary Girls; and Maria Popova, A velocity of being : letters to a 
young reader, with Claudia Bedrick, Mariahadessa Ekere Tallie, and 
Bruce Handy. 

 



 
The Enoch Pratt Free Library Children’s Stage  

 The Enoch Pratt Free Library Children’s Stage features interactive 
programs for the whole family, with popular local and nationally known 
authors of books for children and teens. Staff is available all weekend for 
library card sign-ups. The Enoch Pratt Free Library’s mission is to provide 
equal access to information, services, and opportunities that empower, 
enrich, and enhance the quality of life for all. You’re Free to Bmore 
#atthepratt. 

 
Confirmed appearances include: Hena Khan, More to the Story; Paula 
Chase Hyman, co-founder of The Brown Bookshelf and author of Dough 
Boys, and Matthew Winner of the Children’s Book Podcast in 
conversation; Kevin Sherry, Read to Reef author, I'm the Biggest Thing 
in the Ocean; Naomi Milliner, Super Jake and the King of Chaos; and 
Ronald Smith, The Owls Have Come to Take Us Away. 

  
NEW Program Partner for 2019! 
Invisible Majority Stage 
Authorship has been an experience becoming more and more accessible 
to every day people seeking to share their stories with the world in their 
voice. In Baltimore these voices are sensationalized by media and political 
trends but these voices are also uplifted by the amazing authors living in 
and connected to the city. Over the years the number of authors of color 
born and raised in Baltimore has grown tremendously. It’s essential that 
these voices are represented in a larger platform at the Baltimore Book 
Festival to honor the Invisible Majority’s commitment and dedication to 
encouraging readership in youth and community across the city. Join this 
movement to embrace the importance of telling our own stories. 
 
Confirmed appearances include: Ibram X. Kendi, How to be an 
Antiracist; D. Watkins, We Speak for Ourselves, A Word from Forgotten 
Black America; and Chris Wilson, The Master Plan: My Journey from Life 
in Prison to a Life of Purpose. 
 
The Ivy Bookshop Stage 
The festival’s official bookseller, The Ivy Bookshop Stage features 
celebrated journalists, poets and writers from every corner of Baltimore 
City and beyond. The concept for 2019 showcases appearances 
collaboratively curated alongside local organizations, and exciting writers 
drawn from publishing tours. 
 
 
  

 



Maryland Romance Writers Stage 
The Maryland Romance Writers present three days of craft 
Discussions and hands-on how-to advice from some of the top authors in 
romantic and best-selling commercial fiction. Authors are on hand to 
discuss their work, sign books, and pass out bookmarks, postcards and 
giveaways. The mission of Maryland Romance Writers, Chapter No. 10 of 
Romance Writers of America, is to promote excellence in romantic fiction 
and advance the professional interests of career-focused romance writers 
through networking and advocacy, dissemination of information, 
professional education, publications, and other appropriate activities, and 
to provide continuing support for writers within the romance publishing 
industry.  
 
Confirmed appearances include: Eliza Knight, Sophie Perinot, 
Heather Webb, Laura Kamoie and Stephanie Dray, Ribbons of 
Scarlet; Robin Covington; Alexis Daria; Pintip Dunn; Brigid 
Kemmerer; Tara Kingston; and L. Penelope. 

 
Radical Bookfair Pavilion 
Celebrating over 10 years with the Baltimore Book Festival, the Radical 
Bookfair Pavilion hosted by the Red Emma’s Cooperative brings together 
the best of the left, presenting cutting-edge, uncompromising views on 
contemporary politics, social theory and beyond. Red Emma’s mission is 
two fold: first, to demonstrate, concretely, that it is possible to build 
institutions that directly put values like sustainability and democracy to 
work, and second, in doing so, to build a resource for movements for 
social justice here in Baltimore. 
 
Science Fiction & Fantasy Writers of America Stage 
SFWA (Science Fiction & Fantasy Writers of America) is a professional 
organization that informs, supports, promotes, defends and advocates for 
its members and all genre writers. The SFWA tent at the Baltimore Book 
Festival informs festivalgoers about what is going on in science fiction 
and fantasy, and what the organization’s authors have to offer in those 
exciting genres. SFWA is home to nearly 1,900 authors, artists and allied 
professionals, and is widely recognized as one of the most effective 
nonprofit writers’ organizations in existence. 
 

Information 410-752-8632/https://brilliantbaltimore.com 
 

Media Contact Tracy Baskerville, BOPA, 410-752-8632 
Julie Walsh, Finn Partners, 202-518-6489 
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